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SUBJECT:    "Spring  Coat  Special" — Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition 
and  Hone  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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"The  time  to  "be  careful  of  the  end  is  at  the  "beginning",  a  vise  seamstress 
once  said.    And  that1 3  a  good  idea  to  keep  in  mind  if  you  are  one  of  the  am- 
"bitious  girls  who  are  making  their  own  spring  coats  this  year. 

Here  are  a  few  pointers  on  "care  at  the  beginning".    These  tips  come  from 
clothing  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

First  of  all... you' 11  want  to  be  careful  in  your  choice  of  a  pattern.  And 
by  all  means --say  the  clothing  specialists--do  buy  a  pattern.    You'll  find  a 
high-grade  pattern  is  a  good  investment  when  you  make  a  coat.    And  after  all... 
it  does  represent  only  a  very  small  item  in  proportion  to  the  total  cost. 

Perhaps  you're  wondering  just  what  size  pattern  you  will  need.    The  one 
thing  to  keep  in  mind- -in  this  connection- -is  that  coat  patterns  are  made  with 
all  the  allowance  you  need  to  wear  the  coat  over  the  dress.    So  get  your  regular 
size  pattern. 

What  if  you  have  an  irregular  figure?  One  size  bust  and  shoulders.  Anothei 
size  hips.  In  that  case--the  experts  say--get  a  pattern  that  fits  your  shoulders 
and  bust.    Then  make  any  alterations  you  need  for  a  good  fit. 

Unless  you : re  a  seasoned  old  coat -maker. .. it' s  common  sense  to  choose  a 
style  that's  3imple.    One  that's  comparatively  easy  to  make. 

Do  match  the  material  to  the  style.    If  you  want  a  dressy,  fitted-type  of 
coat... buy  a  soft  wool.    The  thicker,  rougher  wools  usually  look  best  in  the 
style  that  hangs  straight. 
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How  much  material  will  you  need?    Well.  .  .your  pattern  will  -fcell  .you.  Just 
one  point.    If  you're  buying  plaid  or  striped  material....  jv^u  may  need  more 
goods  to  get  a  matching  pattern*    For  that  reason. . .plain -color  fabric  is  likely 
to  be  more  economical. 

'  Of  course  you  will  want  the  best  buy  in  material  you  can  get  for  your  money. 
It  will  pay  to  study  the  material.    That's  one  way  you  can  judge  the  quality.- 
Take  a  sample.    Look  at  the  yarn  and  weave.    Rub  the  cloth  to  see  if  the  yarns 
separate.    Stretch  the  sample  to  see  if  the  goods  will  hold  its  shape.    And  if 
you're  buying  wool ....  crumple  a  piece  of  the  goods  in  your  hands.     Is  it  springy? 
Good  quality  woolens  feel  alive. 

Another  way  you  can  judge  quality  is  to  check  the  label.    When  you're  buying 
woolens ...  the  label  will  tell  you  now  much  wool  there  is  in  the  goods... and 
whether  it's  new,  reprocessed  or  reused  wool. 

You  will  also  -want  to  check  the  label  to  see  if  the  material  is  colorfast... 
and  whether  it's  pre-shrunk.    And  that's  something  to  keep  in  mind  when  you  buy 
lining  material  too.    Be  sure  the  lining  is  pre-shrunk.  If  you  can't  get  pre- 
shrunk  materials .. .do  plan  to  steam-shrink  then  or  to  have  it  done.  Otherwise 

they  will  draw  up  when  the  coat  is  cleaned. 
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